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Sustainability concept
Sustainability is the characteristic of a 
process or state that can be maintained at a 
certain level indefinitely.
In the environmental, economic and social 
perspective, it is defined as the process of 
change where the exploitation of resources, 
investment plan, technology development 
orientation and institutional changes are in 
tune with each other, and value the current 
and future potential in order to satisfy man 
needs and ambitions.
The key principle of sustainability is 
sustainable development, which concerns 
the environmental, economic and social 
fields in an interconnected way. 
Sustainable development mirrors the 
commitment in satisfying the current 
generation needs without compromise the 
capability of future generations to face their 
needs.
The term “sustainable development” 
was introduced for the first time by the 
Bundtland Report of the World Commission 
on Environment and Development, WCED 
(1987).

We do not inherit the Earth of our ancestors, we borrow it from our 
children.

Sustainability is also defined as a social-
ecological process characterised by the 
desire of pursuing a common objective. 
As hard as achieving that object may be, a 
tenacious and dynamic behaviour ensures 
that the process gives rise to a sustainable 
system. 
The path towards sustainability also 
represents a social challenge that involves 
the international and national right, the 
urban and transport systems, as well as 
local and individual lifestyles. 
In light of phenomena such as 
environmental damage, climate change, 
unbridled consumerism, population growth 
and unlimited economic growth in a closed 
system, the concrete possibility that in 
the future human societies can achieve 
the environmental sustainability goals was 
and still is uncertain, although lately the 
term “sustainability” is getting even more 
popular.
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Sicily gets greener
SOStain Sicilia is a sustainability 
program for the Sicilian viticulture, 
promoted by the Consortium of Tutela Vini 
Sicilia Doc and Assovini Sicilia, with the 
purpose of certifying sustainability in the 
regional winemaking department. SOStain 
assumes that the impact of agricultural 
activities goes well beyond the boundaries 
of the fields planted, as it also affects 
the welfare and the health of consumers, 
the engagement of local communities, 
the enhancement of the surrounding 
territory and the preservation of natural 
resources. For this reason, the program 
encompasses a set of regulations made of 
10 minimum requirements, that include 
measuring water consumption and carbon 
footprint, controlling the weight of the 
bottle, safeguarding the flora and fauna 
biodiversity, energy saving and consumers’ 
health, as well as enhancing the human 
and local capital.
SOStain program is open to all the Sicilian 
wine-producing companies, whether they 
are organic, biodynamic, conventional or 
else-oriented. Regardless the production 
orientation, the common key of member 
companies is the willingness to share 
best practices designed to respect the 
ecosystem, and to take a path that leads 

to a recognized sustainability certification.
The sustainability Program can represent 
an important driver of competitiveness, 
especially in foreign markets, providing 
visibility to the Sicilian territory and most 
of all to the wine companies, as an effective 
tool of local development.
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SOStain Certification
SOStain Certification offers to companies 
not only the possibility to apply a system 
of indicators that enable the assessment 
of the environmental, economic and social 
performance, but also to translate the 
results into a sustainability certification, 
issued by an independent third party 
recognized by the Ministry of Ecological 
transition and by ACCREDIA, the only 
national accreditation body designed by 
the Italian government. The certification 
contributes to enhancing the final 
product by creating an added value for the 
consumer, which can partially compensate 
the efforts of the producers to reduce their 
own environmental impacts. The SOStain 
certification is a completely transparent 
certification based on specific, measurable 
indicators, which can be verified by the VIVA 
program, a plan of the Ministry of Ecological 
Transition to measure sustainability in the 
wine sector, through a multi-disciplinary 
approach.

GUIDELINE ISTITUZIONALE

USO DEL MARCHIO

ALLEGATO AL REGOLAMENTO D’USO 
MARCHIO SOSTAIN 
DI PROPRIETA’ DELLA FONDAZIONE SOSTAIN
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VIVA Certification
The Ministry of Ecological transition, as part 
of the VIVA project “Sustainability of Italian 
Viticulture”, in collaboration with:

developed a regulation for the measurement 
of sustainability performances of the vine-
wine industry with the use of four indicators 
(AIR, WATER, TERRITORY, VINEYARD), 
which are scientifically recognised and 
aimed to analyse and improve sustainability 
performances of the vine-wine industry. 

Opera Research Centre for sustainability 
in agriculture of Università Cattolica del 
Sacro Cuore;

Agroinnova Competence Centre of the 
University of Turin (20211-2014)

VIVA is a governmental program verified 
by an independent third party who applies 
common rules through specific regulations, 
based on the main standards in force 
regarding the matter, and who allows 
measuring the sustainability performance 
at company level, process level and product 
level. VIVA is regularly updated according 
to scientific results provided by the 
research program of Italian university and 
international competences.

VIVA is a program that ensures 
transparency, uniformity and relevance in 
communication, through a specific label 
program, easily accessible for consumers. 
Besides, it promotes a sustainability-based 
culture at local, national and international 
level through the development of a multi-
stakeholders system.

These are the features that make VIVA 
program unique both at national and 
international level.



SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2021

VIVA Label

VIVA PRODUCT LABEL

VIVA PRODUCT LABEL/ORGANIZATION LABEL 
FOR THE INTERNATIONAL MARKET

Cantine Colomba Bianca decided to adopt 
a winery approach and take a journey of 
ORGANIZATION certification with regard 
to the cellars of Cartubuleo, Vitese and Tre 
cupole.

The Organization label is divided in two 
types:

TYPE 1 LABEL 
It contains the four indicators.
This type of label is pursued by those 
winemaking or processing companies that 
merge the phases of grape harvesting into 
the analysis, as a result of a request made to 
the Ministry of Ecological transition. 

TYPE 2 LABEL
It contains three indicators (AIR, WATER, 
TERRITORY). The bottling companies, 

processing companies and winemaking 
companies use this type of label and decide 
to adopt the winery approach by excluding 
the phases of grape harvesting in the 
analysis.
 
VIVA label is available through QR code 
on smartphones or tablets, through which 
consumers can have access to a summary 
of the results and improvements in terms of 
sustainability, achieved by producers who 
apply for the project. The first step in order 
to have access to the results of the analysis 
consists in the QR code identification, 
normally located on the back of the bottle or 
on the company website, according to the 
type of certification achieved (Product or 
Organizations).
By scanning the QR code, you can connect to 
the related website, showing the project and 
its goals. Thanks to a simple and intuitive 
graphical interface, it is possible to consult 
and verify the sustainability standards of the 
wine you intend to buy.
The symbolism of the digital label helps 
consumers to distinguish the different 
areas dedicated to the results of the single 
indicators: Air, Water, Vineyard and 
Territory.
The detail of each indicator contains a short 

description that allows consumers to better 
understand the elements of sustainability 
expressed by the indicator, and to verify the 
company performance. A further degree 
of detail, marked by the “+”sign, provides 
the current registered value, and more 
importantly, it allows measuring the trend 
of the indicator overtime, representing the 
effort of the producing company.
The digital VIVA label is indeed synonym of 
absolute transparency: an ideal interface 
between the producing company and 
the consumer; a first and important 
step towards the common direction of 
sustainability.

The VIVA product label is different from the 
VIVA Organization label and it is reported 
below

The VIVA label for the international market 
is the same for both the product and the 
organization.
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Rules for the Organization labelling process
Once received the authorization from the 
MITE for the use of the VIVA label, the label 
together with the QR code are available in 
the website, in the company info materials, 
in secondary packaging or they can be 
exposed in the company. Such label will not 
be attached to the products. The company 
can recreate the Label and QR code in 
their entirety; it can also enlarge or reduce 
both elements in a uniform way, as long as 
they are readable and whose structure and 
contents are not altered. 
It will be possible to insert the following 
entries on the company products, 
respectively for the national and 
international market:

“nome dell’azienda/ragione sociale” è 
certificata VIVA - La Sostenibilità nella 
Vitivinicoltura in Italia - Programma 
promosso dal Ministero della 
Transizione Ecologica.
www.viticolturasostenibile.org

“company name/business name”
is certified VIVA - Sustainability in 
the Italian wine sector - Program 
promoted by the Italian Ministry of 
Ecological Transition.
www.viticolturasostenibile.org

The company can only insert the VIVA 
program logo next to the statement, 
respectively for the national and 
international market: 

The company can also chose to use a 
shorten entry:
“nome azienda/ragione sociale” è 
certificata VIVA

Programma promosso dal Ministero 
della Transizione Ecologica
www.viticolturasostenibile.org

“company name/business name”
is certified VIVA

Program promoted by Italian Ministry 
of Ecological Transition.
www.viticolturasostenibile.org 
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Vita

Campobello
di Mazara

Marsala

Mazara
del Vallo

Salemi

Located in the province of Trapani, five 
cellars are dedicated to the wine production 
and one is exclusively meant for the bottling 
process – where the team of the oenologists 
and the wine technical staff, in collaboration 
with the winegrowers’ partners, carry 
out specific working processes and grape 
selections, differentiated according to the 
single varieties and to the age of vineyards.

6 Cellars
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Company Timeline
1970
Year of foundation
In a distant day of Spring 1970, the founding members Gaetano 
Taschetta, Giuseppe Chirco and Ignazio Oliveri saw a white dove lying 
on the vineyard that they were visiting in the Trapani countryside. A 
predictive sign that gave rise to the name of a cooperative, meant to 
become a model for the Sicilian viticulture and winemaking scene. 

1997
Leonardo Taschetta elected Chairman
The company changes face and points its own production 
philosophy towards the consolidation of the productive mission 
and the value of the wine industry, as well as the land, providing the 
foundations of Colomba Bianca as we see it today. The beginning 
of a new virtuous path that will lead the company to become one 
of the biggest wine-making cooperatives in Sicily, as well as one of 
the major organic wine producers in Europe.

2000 - 2010
Acquisition of new plants

Colomba Bianca follows its development path through the acquisition of 
new production plants. Situated closer to the vineyards, the Tre Cupole, 
Vitese, Val di Mazara, La Vite and Torretta cellars are meant for the single 
production specializations. These factories exploits fermentation and 
ageing process differentiated according to the grape varieties. During 
the years, these wineries will be increasingly provided with modern and 
cutting-edge technology.

1990
First projects of organic production
A demand for organic wines is growing within a new range of more aware and 
exigent consumers. Thanks to the precious contribution of the winemaker Carlo 
Ferracane, Colomba Bianca supports winegrowers in that conversion process of its 
own organically grown vineyards, in order to convey the potential of the area also 
within this new market segment.

1980
Production start-up

Colomba Bianca begins to transform its own grapes inside the first production 
plant Tre Cupole, surrounded by the countryside of Mazara and Salemi, with 
an approach that enhances the raw material and gives recognition to the 
work of the local winegrowers.
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Company Timeline 
2011
The Sparkling Art project
Together with the bottling process start-up for still wines, Colomba Bianca engages in the 
project of the Sparkling Art, celebrated through the introduction of a prestigious Classic 
Method. A new path that will lead the company to become a landmark in the Sicilian scene, 
thanks to cutting-edge technology and a Know How-based system.

2021
The new headquarter
The new institutional headquarter is launched and located in Mazara 
del Vallo, Cartubuleo district, whereby, in addition to all the offices of 
the cooperative, a modern analysis laboratory takes place, provided 
with cutting-edge technology: a database that, harvest after harvest, 
embraces unique wealth of information allowing the company to 
achieve high-quality wines.
In December, Colomba Bianca obtains the VIVA and SOStain 
certifications.

2020
Colomba Bianca joins the SOStain and 
VIVA programs

2016
First bottles of organic wine

The Vitese line takes its name from the homonymous winery located within 
the Vita countryside, marking the beginning of bottled-organic production. 
The first label produced by the company is Grillo, followed by a wide range of 
organic wines made of autochthonous and international varieties.

2017
The Resilience Project
Colomba Bianca carries on its work of enhancing the historical 
vines of the Sicilian winemaking tradition. The Resilience Project 
has its root in the concept of ‘resilience’ within the vine. The 
autochthonous Perricone and Lucido, in particular, play a leading 
role in a specific project of recovery and preservation, within high 
average-age historical vineyards that carried out an extraordinary 
process of vines adjustment to the target habitat.

2018
Colomba Bianca celebrates forty years
Colomba Bianca celebrates the fortieth anniversary of production 
through two exclusive wines. Symbol of a love path constantly looking 
for the best quality, Quarantanni Bianco Riserva, together with the 
Rosso Riserva convey the commitment and the passion of the 2480 
vigneron..
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Colomba Bianca 2021 in numbers

1970
YEAR

OF FOUNDATION

2,8
MILLIONS OF BOTTLES 

PRODUCED

34
VARIETIES OF GRAPES

CONFERRED BY GROWERS

15
AUTOCHTHONOUS

VARIETIES CONFERRED
BY GROWERS

6
WINE COOPERATIVES

TENUTA TRE CUPOLE
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VARIETIES OF GRAPES CONFERRED BY GROWERS

Alicante Moscato Bianco

Ansonica (Insolia, Inzolia)
Cabernet Franc

Moscato Giallo

Cabernet Sauvignon Muller - Thurgau

Calabrese (Nero D’avola) Nerello Cappuccio

Carricante Nerello Mascalese
Nocera

Cataratto Bianco Comune Perricone

Cataratto Bianco Lucido Petit Verdot

Chardonnay Pinot Grigio

Chenin Blanc Pinot Nero

Damaschino Sangiovese

Fiano Sauvignon

Frappato Syrah

Glera B. Trebbiano Toscano

Grecanico Dorato Vermentino

Grillo Viogneir

Malvasia Bianca Zibibbo

Merlot

527.730 
Q TOTALS OF GRAPES CONFERRED BY 
ASSOCIATE GROWERS DURING THE YEAR 2021

124.734,40 
Q OF ORGANIC GRAPES CONFERRED BY 
ASSOCIATE GROWERS DURING THE YEAR 
2021

156.118,40
Q OF GRAPES DELIVERED TO THE 
TRE CUPOLE CELLAR

182.278,40
Q OF GRAPES DELIVERED TO THE VITESE 
CELLAR

1.800
HECTARES OF VINEYARD IN ORGANIC 
AGRICULTURAL REGIME OF THE ASSOCIATE GROWERS
 

6900
HECTARES OF VINEYARD OF THE ASSOCIATE 
GROWERS
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28
NATIONS

4
CONTINENTS

Export of bulk wine and bottled wine

ITALY
MALTA
GERMANY
SWITZERLAND
BELGIUM
AUSTRIA
FRANCE
CZECH REPUBLIC
IRELAND
SAN MARINO
POLAND
AUSTRALIA
NETHERLANDS
TAIWAN
SINGAPORE
SPAIN
CANADA
BULGARIA
BRASIL
UNITED KINGDOM
MEXICO
RUSSIA
PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA
JAPAN
NEW ZELAND
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
LATVIA
FINLAND
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Terroir
From the territory of Vita in the heart of 
Trapani – featured by rural areas, woods, 
streams and chalky soils – to the coastal 
area of Mazara del Vallo with pedoclimatic 
conditions more similar to North Africa. 
The territory of Colomba Bianca reflects 
a mosaic of terroir that embraces an 
ampelographic heritage made up of over 
thirty-two autochthonous and international 
varieties. 
6.900 hectares of vineyards mostly 
concentrated in the countryside of Trapani, 
the province with the highest number of 
vineyards in Europe, with six wineries 
located in close proximity, and designed 
differently to a production specialization.
In particular, most of the company’s 
vineyards lay in the countryside of Salemi, 
a land that is rich in culture and tradition, 
historically devoted to the quality-wine 
production. The production area covers the 
towns of Vita, Mazara del Vallo, Marsala, 
Campobello di Mazara, Segesta, Calatafimi.
A proper wine-growing continent, where 
light and sandy soils – typical of the 
coastline – offer scents and sapidity to 
the autochthonous whites. The gentle 
hills of the hinterland characterised by 
medium-textured and clayey soil enhance 
the depth and the elegance of red wines, 

while the high hill characterized by chalky 
soils gives freshness, savoury and longevity 
to the high ground white wines. Typically 
sunny and extremely windy, the climate 
is characterised by an impressive thermal 
range between day and night, especially in 
the hill belt. Such conditions encourage an 
excellent ripening process of the grapes, 
giving raise to top-quality wines that are 
able to express the maximum potential of 
a wide territory, equal to 10% of the entire 
vineyard area of the region.
A winemaking continent enclosed within 
a production area that has no equal in the 
Sicilian wine scene, where the vineyard 
is managed as a real garden by small 
local producers and thanks to an accurate 
planning phase marked by careful and 
rigorous procedures.
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Sustainability recipe
What is the sustainability 
recipe? 

Unlike the other programs, VIVA and 
SOStain protocols stress the consciousness 
over the impacts of the agricultural 
activities that go far beyond the borders of 
the planted lands, because they also affect 
the wellness of the workers and the health 
of consumers, the involvement of the local 
communities, the value of the surrounding 
territory, the preservation of natural 
resources.
According to such principles, the SOStain 
program offers a quantity measurement tool 
characterised by the fulfilment of the 10 
sustainability minimum requirements.

The 10 SOStain program 
requirements can be defined as 
the ingredients of the Sicilian 
sustainable recipe.

1. Vineyard management

2. Ban on chemical weeding 

3. Biodiversity
4. Use of eco-friendly materials in the vineyard

5. Local raw materials

6. Calculation of viva indicators

7. Energy-efficient technologies

8. Bottles weight 

9. Transparency in communication 

10. Limit of residual content in the wines

GUIDELINE ISTITUZIONALE

USO DEL MARCHIO

ALLEGATO AL REGOLAMENTO D’USO 
MARCHIO SOSTAIN 
DI PROPRIETA’ DELLA FONDAZIONE SOSTAIN

Sustainability
recipe
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Results

Vineyard management
Requirement 1

In the production of grapes, companies are 
responsible for satisfying at least one of the 
following regulations:

In order to obtain the planning certification 
and attach the sustainability trademark on 
every bottle, companies are responsible for 
satisfying the above-mentioned regulations 
for the 100% of grapes. If the company 
purchases grapes/wines from third parties, 
in order to achieve the planning certification, 
at least 51% of the raw materials must 

comply with the above-mentioned 
regulations. Such percentage will have to 
increase by 5 percentage points every 2 
years (51% until 2022, 56% until 2024, 
61% until 2026 and so on).
In order to obtain the product certification, 
the company must respect the other 
requirements of the Program at the 
organization level, and prove that all grapes 
used for the product line are compliant 
with the listed regulations. In this case, the 
sustainability trademark can be attached 
only on certified bottles.

Cantine Colomba Bianca decided to 
accomplish the SOStain product 
certification for the Vitese production 
line, which embraces 9 organic references. 

Integrated Crop Management National 
Quality System SQNPI;

Integrated Crop Management Regional 
regulation;

Eco-sustainable companies management 
methods (PSR Sicilia 10.1b);

Organic production regulation.
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Vitese line

Origin of the Name

Highlight of Colomba Bianca’s organic 
production, the Vitese line embraces nine 
labels: from structured and mouth filling red 
wines (Nero d’Avola, Syrah and Cabernet 
Sauvignon) to fresh, lively and well-balanced 
whites (Lucido, Zibibbo, Grillo, Chardonnay 
and Sauvignon Blanc). The portfolio is 
completed with Vitese Rosé, obtained from 
Nerello Mascalese grapes: a fresh and fruity 
wine that evolves into a pleasant savoury 
and softness.

Produced bottles in 2021
384.502

The name of this line originates from 
the homonymous winery dipped in the 
countryside of Vita. Right here, tradition 
and innovation find their perfect expression, 
within a wide range of wines made up of 
autochthonous and international varieties. 
The layout of the labels expresses a strong 
connection with the past through the image 
of a stone pine, a typical tree identifying the 
origins of the territory.
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Name ................................................

Surname  ........................................ 

Residence  .....................................

Special features ..........................

......................................................................

......................................................................

......................................................................

Vitese 

Colomba Bianca 

Sicilia DOC

Organic wine, 

Sustainable wine

GUIDELINE ISTITUZIONALE

USO DEL MARCHIO

ALLEGATO AL REGOLAMENTO D’USO 
MARCHIO SOSTAIN 
DI PROPRIETA’ DELLA FONDAZIONE SOSTAIN
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Vitese line
GRILLO
Sicilia DOC
13% Vol
Serving 
temperature 
8°-10°C

LUCIDO
Sicilia DOC
12,5% Vol
Serving 
temperature 
8°-10°C

CHARDONNAY
Sicilia DOC
13% Vol
Serving 
temperature 
8°-10°C

SAUVIGNON
BLANC
Sicilia DOC
12,5% Vol
Serving 
temperature 
8°-10°C

ZIBIBBO
Sicilia DOC
12,5% Vol
Serving 
temperature 
8°-10°C

ROSÉ
Sicilia DOC
12% Vol
Serving 
temperature 
8°-10°C

NERO D’AVOLA
Sicilia DOC
14% Vol
Serving 
temperature 
16°-18°C

CABERNET
SAUVIGNON
Sicilia DOC
14% Vol
Serving 
temperature 
16°-18°C

SYRAH
Sicilia DOC
14% Vol
Serving 
temperature 
16°-18°C
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Ban on chemical weeding
REQUIREMENT 2

Companies who join this Program are 
obliged not to use any chemical weeding 
with synthetic active principle, starting from 
the beginning of the calendar year since 
admission.

The SOStain program forbids any 
chemical weeding implementation, 
promoting agricultural activities instead 
that safeguard not only the environment, 
but also the vines farming. At the 
beginning of the ’60s, chemical weeding 
revolutionized vineyard soil management 
due to their user friendliness, efficiency 
and cost-effectiveness. In the latest years, 
however, Italian viticulturists raised 
consciousness over the issues linked to the 
use of herbicides and the impact of those 
on the environment, looking for alternative 
solutions.
Glyphosate, in particular, the most used 
herbicide in viticulture, is considered 
responsible for earthworms reduction and 
soil mycorrhiza, the occurrence of the 
hardy herbaceous species, induction of 
calcium, iron, magnesium and manganese 
deficiencies in plants, decrease in 
photosynthesis and interference with 

ethylene and abscisic acid. Besides, 
chemical weeding applied to the soil leach 
into surface waters and in the deep ones, 
causing serious environmental damage.
The National report on pesticides in waters 
(ISPRA, 2014) quotes: “In surface waters, 
253 monitoring points (17,2% of the total) 
have concentrations above the regular 
limit. The substances that more than once 
exceeded the limit are: glyphosate and its 
metabolite AMPA, metolachlor, tricyclazole, 
oxadiazon, terbuthylazine and its main 
metabolite”. 

Being an organic product line, Vitese 
intrinsically respects the requirement 2 
of the program, since the UE 834/2007 
regulation related to the organic production 
and organic products labelling prevented 
the implementation of chemical weeding. 
During the year, our viticulture technical 
department performs verification activities 
in the member’s estates, ensuring the 
respect towards organic production and 
grapes quality that will be conferred during 
the harvesting period. For some time, 
organic agriculture has been experiencing 
the benefits of maintaining grass control in 

the field (temporary grassing) and mechanic 
weed control.
The practice of temporary grassing provides 
soil protection from rains and erosion 
phenomena; it also ensures humus and 
organic vine conservation in the territory, 
biodiversity defence, a healthier growth for 
the plants and higher organoleptic quality of 
the fruits, etc.
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In the event that the private company or the 
single partner of the cooperatives owned 
an area larger than 15 hectares, it has to 
maintain natural zones for at least the 5% 
of the company space, in order to establish 
sheltering areas for the natural species. 

In order to encourage an increase in 
biodiversity, companies with an area larger 
than 15 hectares that do not reach the 5% 
of the natural zones must adopt at least two 
of the following practices:

What is Biodiversity?
The most widely accepted definition of 
biologic diversity (or biodiversity) was 
proposed in 1987 by the Office of 
Technology Assessment of the United 
States government: “biologic diversity 
involves variety and variability among living 
organisms and ecological complexes of which 
they are part. Diversity can be defined as 
the number of different elements and their 
relative frequency. In biologic diversity, such 
elements are organised in different levels, 
from ecosystem to chemical structures that 
provide the molecular basis of inheritance. The 
term involves indeed different ecosystems, 
species, genes and their relative abundance”.
The Biodiversity we can admire today is the 
result of millions of years of evolution, shaped 
by natural processes, and even more by man. 
This constitutes the tissue of life of which 
man is part and on which man depends in an 
essential manner. This is why, in the intensive 
monoculture to vineyard, the preservation of 
residual natural environments (like groves, 
fallow fields, etc.) is the main factor that 
positively influences not only birds, but also 
other existing species.

Biodiversity
REQUIREMENT 3

hedges or dry stone walls along the edges 
of the plots

plots bordering woods or wooded areas

artificial nests of birds and / or bats

sexual confusion

temporary winter grassing

green manure

100% of organic grape producers, traced 
for the production of 37 lots of the 2021 
Vitese line, with an area greater than 15 
hectares, has percentages of natural areas 
much greater than the 5% of the total 
area on its company file, respecting thus 
requirement 3 of biodiversity.
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Use of eco-friendly materials in the vineyard.
REQUIREMENT 4

For the implementation of new vineyards, 
all non-recyclable or non-biodegradable 
materials are excluded. It is allowed to use 
non-eco-friendly materials only if they had 
been purchased in the years prior current 
Sustainable Program. 

The word Eco-friendly applies to all those 
materials that can be recycled or that 
have already been recycled and/or are 
biodegradable.  

Vineyards replanted in 2020 from associate 
growers, traced for the production of the 
Vitese line, are compliant with requirement 
4 of the SOStain regulation, therefore, the 
full range of new plants are made with 
wood or galvanised metal end posts and 
intermediate posts, steel or zinc-aluminium 
alloy wires,  reusable materials with a high 
percentage of recyclability. 
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Local raw materials
REQUIREMENT 5

It is mandatory that 100% of potentially 
purchased grapes and wines have regional 
origins. Such requirement underlines the 
concept of sustainability as something that 
is not restricted to the environmental and 
ecological factors, but it also considers the 
social aspect. Therefore, the objective of the 
SOStain program is to spread not only the 
culture of sustainable wine, but also the culture 
of a wine linked to the territory of origin, to 
the preservation of trades, traditions and local 
economies.

 100%
OF THE PROCESSED GRAPES 

AND PURCHASED WINES 
HAVE REGIONAL ORIGINS

55,34 %
OF SERVICE PROVISIONING 

HAS REGIONAL CHARACTER



SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2021

Calculation of VIVA Indicators
REQUIREMENT 6

Member companies are required to calculate, 
at Organization level, the indexes proposed 
by the VIVA program (AIR, WATER, and 
VINEYARD) and to satisfy the TERRITORY 
indicator.
For special cases, see the VIVA Organization 
2.1-2019 specification regarding the sampling 
method. VINEYARD

WATER

TERRITORY

AIR
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VINEYARD 
The VINEYARD indicator takes into account 
practices of vineyard management, and 
more specifically, it values the use of 
pesticides and relative consequences over 
water bodies and soil. It also analyses 
the aspects related to biodiversity, soil 
management and fertility. The indicator can 
be designed considering both the whole 
company surface and the area meant for the 
production of a single product.
The VINEYARD indicator makes a judgment 
on the sustainability performance through 
the analysis of six sub-indicators: defence, 
fertilizations, compaction, organic 
substance, erosion and countryside. In 
particular, it analyses:

The use of such indicator allows 
rationalizing the agronomic administration 
of the vineyard, pursuing quality and land 
management objectives, with respect for 
the environment. The main methodological 

the environmental risk arising from 
the use of pesticides according to 
the chemical proprieties and eco-
toxicological limits, assessing their 
potential impact depending on the 
type of soil of the company, and the 
hydrogeological and weather conditions 
of the area; 

The use of organic and mineral fertilizer 
by enhancing potential damaging effects, 
such as the excessive content of nutrients 

in the land and the contamination of 
water bodies. It also examines the effects 
of biodiversity in terms of percentage of 
the organic substance, physical features 
of the soil, C/N ratio, N content, P 205 
and K20 and the types of fertilizers 
applications; the issues related to the 
soil compaction caused by cultivation 
procedures with particular emphasis on 
the use of agricultural machines and on 
the beating action of rain;

the evolution of the organic substance 
in the soil as a consequence of related 
management practices;

soil waste caused by erosion, related to 
agronomic management practices and 
the use of agricultural machines. 

The impact of agronomic management 
practices over biodiversity

references used are Directive 2009/128/
EC on the sustainable use of pesticides and 
the guidelines of the O.I.V. defined by the 
CST 1-2008 guide. 

For the year 2020, we decided to 
calculate VIVA indicators only for 
the Cellar phase, which is why the 
VINEYARD indicator was not calculated 
nor taken into account.

SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2021
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TERRITORY
In the complex scenario of Italian 
agriculture, the setting designed from 
vine cultivation has a massive significance 
and it is already subject of environmental 
protection. The TERRITORY indicator was 
created to consider, in the examination of 
sustainability, the countryside, as well as 
social and economic factors. To this end, a 
set of qualitative and quantitative indicators 
was developed, capable to measure the 
impact of companies’ actions over the 
territory. The analysis framework involves 
biodiversity, land, society and collectivity, 
with reference to economic consequences 
on the territory and local community. 
The main methodological references 
used are the Sustainability Reporting 
Guidelines GRI G 3.1.

The sections of interest for the 
TERRITORY indicator are:

CANTINE COLOMBA BIANCA 
SATISFIED ALL THE REQUIREMENTS 
OF THE TERRITORY INDICATOR

ORGANIZATION TERRITORY INDICATOR – 2020 
OVERALL ASSESSMENT 

THE ANALYSIS OF TERRITORY INDICATOR 
HAS BEEN SUCCESSFULLY COMPLETED.

Countryside and Biodiversity

Society and Culture

Economy and Ethics

SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2021
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WATER
The WATER indicator expresses the 
potential environmental impacts due to the 
use of fresh water, and it takes into account 
the water that is directly consumed and 
polluted in vineyard and in cellar for the wine 
production. It can refer to both the company 
in its entirety and the single bottle of wine 
of 0.75 l. The overall calculation of the water 
footprint is made of two indicators:

The use of the two indicators allow 
examining how viticulture has an impact 
on the degradation of water resources, 
both from a quantitative and qualitative 
point of view. The main standard taken as 
a reference is the UNI EN ISO 14046, and 
the impacts are evaluated according to the 
methods proposed by WULCA (Working 
Group On Water Use LCA) and  Water 
Footprint Network.

In the absence of the exact insight 
into water consumption related to 
the 3 plants object of the calculation, 
for the WATER Footprint evaluation 
it is assumed an average water 
consumption equal to 5.2 liters of 
H2O consumed per liter of produced/
bottled wine. This parameter 
corresponds to the average quantity 
of water per liter of produced wine 
calculated on a sample of 89 European 
companies that took part in the ECO-
PROWINE project, a company sample 
considered representative of the 
structural and productive variability of 
the wineries in Europe.

Direct Water Scarcity Footprint: it 
is a measurement of the potential water 
shortage due to the direct consumption 
of volumes of fresh water, surface water 
or groundwater, actually consumed in the 
field and in winery, that does not go back 
downstream of the production process 
in the same collection point, or it rather 
returns at different times.

Non - Comprehesive Direct Water 
Degradation Footprint: it represents 
the volume of polluted water, quantified 
as the volume of water needed for the 
dilution of polluting materials, so that 
the quality of water stays above the 
defined standards (legal and/or eco-
toxicological).

ESTATES TYPE OF 
ESTABLISHMENT

TOTAL WATER 
CONSUMED IN THE 

REPORTING YEAR (M3)

Vitese –C.da Makani - Salemi (TP) Vinification 48880,65

Tre Cupole – C/da Giudeo Minore -Mazara del 
Vallo (TP)

Vinification 53704,21

Cartubuleo – C/da Cartubuleo – Mazara del 
Vallo (TP)

Bottling 12282,40

Water consumption in the different sites of interest – Year 2020

SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2021
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WATER
The value and percentage contributions of 
managerial choices in the cellar based on 
the “Direct Water TOTAL Scarcity” values, 
and calculated with the Organization 
WATER indicator, are shown below:

Percentage contribution of plants in relation with the
“Direct Water Scarcity Footprint” for Cantine Colomba Bianca

Direct Water Scarcity Footprint
(Scarsità idrica)

UNNAMED ROAD, 91026, 91026 CARTUBULEO TP, ITALIA

CONTRADA GIUDEO MINORE, 91026 MAZARA DEL VALLO TP, ITALIA

91018 SALEMI TP, ITALIA
42,55%

46,75%

10,69%

Evaluation of Water indicator made by Cantine Colomba Bianca Soc. 
Coop. Agr. – plants of Tre Cupole, Cartubuleo, Vitese (2020).

M3 H2O
EQ/YEAR %

FC NON-AGRI
( M3-EQ/ M3)

Direct Water Scarcity Footprint Cantina 3,90E+06

91018 Salemi TP, Italia 1,67E+06 42,55 34,15

Contrada Giudeo Minore,, 91026 Mazara 
del Vallo TP, Italia 1,83E+06 46,75 34,15

Unnamed Road, 91026, 91026 Cartubu-
leo TP, Italia 3,95E+05 10,69 34,15

SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2021
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AIR
The AIR indicator expresses the impact 
that a specific production (CFP) or the 
whole companies’ activities (GHGI) have on 
climate change. 
The Carbon Footprint CFP can be 
defined as follows: a life-cycle analysis of 
a 0.75 l bottle.
The life cycle of a bottle of wine involves 
four big phases: vineyard management; 
from grapes to wine transformation and 
bottling; bottles distribution; refrigeration 
and glass disposal (respectively designated 
as vineyard, cellar, distribution and 
consumption).

This analysis allows producers and 
consumers to understand which process 
has the most influence over climate change 
among the ones of a product life-cycle, 
giving the producer the possibility to 
improve them by reducing the impacts over 
time.

Greenhouse gas inventory (GHGI): 
it is a company analysis made through 
the development of a climate-changing 
emissions inventory. It expresses the total 
of emissions generated by companies’ 
activities, allowing producers to understand 
the areas of intervention in order to reduce 

the impact on climate. The company 
analysis cannot be communicated on single 
products. 
In compliance with the Kyoto Protocol, 
the greenhouse gas to be considered in 
the analysis are: carbon dioxide (CO2), 
methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N20), 
hydrofluorocarbons (HFCs), sulphur 
hexafluoride (SF6) and perfluorocarbons 
(PFCs).
After being defined the operational 
boundaries of the organization, we 
identified the GHG emissions associated 
to the company processes, considering the 
division of GHG emissions in six categories, 
consistently with the regulation EN ISO 
14064-1:2018:

GHG direct emissions

GHG indirect emissions from imported 
energy

GHG indirect emissions from transport

GHG indirect emissions from products 
used by the organization

GHG indirect emissions associated with 
the use of the organization products 

SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2021

(this category is not considered in the 
calculation of the Organization AIR 
indicator, being outside the boundaries) 

GHG indirect emissions from other 
sources.
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AIR
In 2016 the Vitese establishment welcomes 
a new photovoltaic power plant
 

In 2016 the Vitese establishment welcomes 
a new photovoltaic power plant.

More than 100.000 Kwh produced in 2021;
36 tons of CO2eq spared in 2021;
59,10% of CO2eq emissions are due 
to grapes contribution from associate 
growers, transport of purchased wines and 
vinification process;
25,74% of CO2eq emissions derive from 
transport of bulk and bottled wines;
6,62% of CO2eq emissions are generated 
by the Production of goods purchased by the 
company;
5,71% of CO2eq emission are generated 
by electricity consumption;

More than 100.000 Kwh 
produced in 2021

36 tons
 of CO2eq spared in 2021

SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2021

Carbon emissions of biogenic origin contained in paper, wood and cork and reissued in the atmosphere in the end-of-life phase.

Energy production and electricity transportation processes used by third company (for example, consumed by external bottler for 
the company)

Disposal service of solid waste emissions

Emissions linked to the electricity transmission and distribution

Emissions resulting from fossil fuel production processes used by the company

Emissions arising from the production of other goods purchased by the company and used in the producing process.

Emissions deriving from grapes production, fermented must or partially fermented must, and wines purchased by the company

Emissions resulting from business travel 

Emissions resulting from home-to-work travels of employees 

Emissions resulting from waste transportation produced by the organization

Emissions resulting from the transportation and distribution of organization products (emissions from transport service due to the 
former buyer/customer or other clients of the distribution channel) but not paid by the organization

Emissions resulting from transportation and distribution of the goods purchased by the company

Production of important heat and steam

Electricity production imported by renewable sources

Electricity production imported by power grid

Emissions associated to the changing of soil use 

Unintentional release of GHG in anthropogenic systems in atmosphere

Direct emissions resulting from company’s processes

Mobile combustion of fossil fuels

Fixed combustion of fossil fuels

0,00E+00 2,00E+03 4,00E+03

tCO2 eq

6,00E+03 8,00E+03 1,00E+04 1,20E+04 1,40E+04

Detailed insight – GHG tCO2eq emissions

SUSTAINABILITY
IN ITALIAN 
VITICULTURE
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Energy-efficient technologies
REQUIREMENT  7

According to the prevailing scientific literature, 
the cellar stages of grapes transformation into 
wine can be considered as the ones with the 
most energy expenditure. 

In the vinification phase, the processes that 
are considered efficient are those that allows 
producing wines with an energy consumption 
lower than 0,7 Kwh/l of wine.

For the purpose of the calculation, the only 
energy considered is the one purchased by 
suppliers, and not the self-produced energy 
from renewable sources. 

In 2021, Cantine Colomba Bianca produced a 
quantity of wine equal to 118.530,57  Hl in the 
Tre Cupole establishment, and 111.135,00 Hl in 
the Vitese establishment. In addition, it bottled 
22.560,12 Hl.

The total consumption of energy measured in 
KWh per liter of processed wine (vinified and 
bottled) is equal to 0,145 Kwh/l of wine, far 
below the SOStain program benchmark.

0,145 Kwh/l of wine
Total consumption of energy measured in KWh 
per liter of processed wine (vinified and bottled).
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Bottles weight
REQUIREMENT  8

The average weight of still wine bottles 
produced over the two years must be lower 
or equal to 550 g/0,75 per liter (this value is 
intended as weighted average of the company 
production in question). Such requirement 
must be respected also in case bottling 
process is performed by third parties. 

For the Vitese line we use Renan type of 
bottles, featured by a weight of 500 gr each, 
about 10% below the program benchmark.

500 gr each
About 10% below

the program benchmark
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Transparency in communication
REQUIREMENT 9

Member companies must draw up a 
sustainability Report, indicating the activities 
and the results achieved for each requirement 
of the present Program. Such report will be 
edited before March 31 of every year. 
For companies belonging to corporations, the 
editing of the Sustainability report applies at 
consolidated level.

Sustainability is not only a concept based 
on energy-savings, it is also synonym of 
territory, transparency and social 
activity, which is why all companies joining 
SOStain, year by year, issue a sustainability 
summary document that brings together the 
main data in a simple, clear and concise way.

For SOStain/VIVA member companies, 
transparency is an essential concept.

In the last years, an unprecedented 
awareness-raising campaign determined 
a significant increasing of the number of 
stakeholders and consumers who are careful 
in the purchase of sustainable products and 
services. The sustainability budget is indeed 
a transparency tool that allows consumers to 
make purchasing choices in a conscious and 
responsible way.

2° Sustainability Report

100% TRANSPARENCY

SUSTAINABLE 
REPORT
2021

SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2021
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Limit of residual content in the wines
REQUIREMENT  10

According to the Organization certification, 
analysis must be carried out each year on 
a sample of a least 25% of the marketed 
references, in order to verify the respect 
towards the regulation in force in terms of 
pesticides in the wines. The analysis will aim 
to detect residual content and toxic matters 
that are harmful to health (ochratoxin A, heavy 
metals, etc.).
According to Product certification, all certified 
wines must undergo analysis.

In 2018, the company embarked on a profound 
path of technology renewal by investing 
in brand new machineries, including the 
implementation of cutting-edge winemaking 
machinery for temperature control, the 
autoclave for sparkling wines, design and 
installation of the latest generation bottling 
line and an analysis technology lab dedicated 
to the control on the harvesting and pre-
harvesting activities.

All the references of the Vitese line are 
analysed with the aim to guarantee the 
consumer a SAFE purchase of high-quality 
wine.

SULPHUR CONTENT
The Vitese RED WINES have an average content of sulphites below the 25% of 
the limit imposed by the regulation for BIO red wines with sugar content higher 
than 5 g/l. 
The Vitese WHITE WINES have an average content of total sulphur dioxide below 
the 40% of the limit imposed by the regulation for BIO white and rosé wines with 
sugar content higher than 5 g/l.Performed analysis

LIST OF SOSTAIN REFERENCES PRODUCT CERTIFICATION

DESCRIPTION
ANALYSIS CARRIED OUT IN 2021

OCHRATOXIN A METHANOL MULTIRESIDUAL HEAVY METALS HISTAMINE
VITESE ZIBIBBO DOC SICILIA

BIOLOGICO 2020
X

VITESE SYRAH SICILIA DOC
BIOLOGICO 2020

X

VITESE SAUV. BL. SICILIA DOC
BIOLOGICO 2020

X

VITESE ROSÈ IGT TERRE SICILIANE
BIOLOGICO 2020

X

VITESE NERO D’AVOLA SICILIA DOC
BIOLOGICO 2020

X

VITESE LUCIDO DOC SICILIA
BIOLOGICO 2020

X X

VITESE GRILLO SICILIA DOC
BIOLOGICO 2020

X X

VITESE CHARDONNAY SICILIA DOC
BIOLOGICO 2020

X

VITESE CABERNET SAU. SICILIA DOC
BIOLOGICO 2020

X
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List of the eco-friendly materials
CO-EXTRUDED POLYMER CORKS OF ORGANIC ORIGIN WITH LOW ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AND RECYCLABLE
NATURAL CORKS WITH LOW ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT AND 100% RECYCLABLE
SCREW CAPS 100% RECYCLABLE
DARK GLASS BOTTLES WITH % OF RECYCLED GLASS HIGHER THAN 85%
EXCLUSIVELY WOOD PALLETS
PET CONTAINERS 100% RECYCLABLE 
RECYCLED HONEYCOMB CARDBOARD
AMERICAN BOXES AND BAG IN BOX WITH HIGH % OF RECYCLED CARTON, PRODUCED WITH CORN STARCH OR 
WHEAT-BASED ADHESIVE
WIRE HOOD 100% RECYCLABLE
WILD GLASS BOTTLES WITH % 
OF RECYCLED GLASS EQUAL TO 100%

SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2021
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Our Mission
Every day Cantine Colomba Bianca 
renews its commitment towards the care 
for the environment and the protection of 
the surrounding territory, in order to donate 
a better future to the next generations. The 
responsible use of natural resources and the 
care for the environment embrace the entire 
producing cycle of the company: from the 
vine to the final product, we are committed 
to promote an environmental sustainability 
politics, which tends to reduce the impact of 
man on the surrounding nature.
A producing philosophy that, through the 
model of precision viticulture, finds its 
best expression in managing 1.800 Ha of 
vineyards in organic agricultural regime by 
associate growers.
Today, Colomba Bianca is indeed one of the 
greatest organic wine producers in Europe. 
In addition, there are international quality 
and food safety BRC AND IFS certifications, 
and the Vegan Ok certification that 
embraces great part of the production, 
thanks to the exclusive use of proteins of 
vegetable origin.
The commitment of Colomba Bianca 
towards the protection of the environment 
is accomplished through some initiatives 
taken in terms of energy-efficiency, thanks 
to the use of renewable energy sources. 

With the gaze staring at the future and the 
valorisation of Sicilian wine in the World, 
we conquered with dedication and absolute 
commitment a prestigious place in the elite 
of organic wine cooperatives, both in Italy 
and abroad. 
The over 120.000 quintals of organic grapes 
processed in 2021 represent about the 24% 
of the total production, and constitute an 
extraordinary added value, capable of wisely 
integrate the concept of “sustainability” 
inside the company mission.
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DETAIL TAB SUSTAINABILITY REPORT 2021

REQUIREMENTS TARGET 
VALUE VALUE ACHIEVED IN 2020 VALUE ACHIEVED IN 2021 REQUIREMENT 

SATISFIED

SUSTAINABLE MANAGEMENT IN THE VINEYARD

The National Quality System regulation for 
Integrated production (SQNPI) - - -

Organic production regulation The Vitese line is Organic The Vitese line is Organic YES 

Management methods of eco-friendly companies - - -

(Sicily RDP 10.1.b) - - -

BAN ON CHEMICAL WEEDING Regional disciplinary of integrated production Prohibited in organic agriculture Prohibited in organic agriculture YES

PROTECTION OF BIODIVERSITY, FOR COMPANIES WITH A SURFACE 
OF MORE THAN 15 HA, THE NATURAL AREAS MUST CORRESPOND 

AT LEAST TO THE 5% OF THE COMPANY AREA
5% 12,42% 15,66% YES 

ECO-FRIENDLY MATERIALS IN THE VINEYARD Since 2020 the new plants of organic grapes 
producing members respect the requirement

Since 2020 the new plants of organic grapes 
producing members respect the requireme  YES 

LOCAL RAW MATERIALS, 100% OF THE PURCHASED GRAPES MUST 
BE OF REGIONAL ORIGIN 100% 100% 100% YES 

USE OF VIVA INDICATORS Calculation of VIVA Organization indicators

ENERGY-EFFICIENT TECHNOLOGIES, THE ENERGY-CONSUMPTION 
MUST BE LOWER OR EQUAL TO 0,7 KWH/L 0,7 kwh/l 0,178 kw/h 0,145 kwh/l YES 

BOTTLES WEIGHT MUST BE LOWER OR EQUAL TO 550 G/0,75 LITER  550 g/0,75 
liter 500 g /0,75 liter 500 g /0,75 liter YES 

TRANSPARENCY IN COMMUNICATION 1° sustainability report 
published on our website

2° sustainability report 
published on our website YES 

LIMIT OF RESIDUAL CONTENT IN THE WINES – ANALYSIS ON A 
SAMPLE OF AT LEAST 25% OF THE TRADE REFERENCES EVERY YEAR

All the Vitese references are analysed at least 
once a year, in order to evaluate the presence of 
residual content in phytosanitary products, heavy 

metals, Ochratoxin A, histamine

All the Vitese references are analysed at least 
once a year, in order to evaluate the presence of 
residual content in phytosanitary products, heavy 

metals, Ochratoxin A, histamine
YES 
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Sustainable to do list 2021 
As provided by the SOStain regulation, in 2021 
the company performed the 3 sustainable 
actions of improvement.

 Support with donation a non-profit 
organization committed in sustainable 
projects of environmental protection. 

 Implement a control protocol on 
grape samples, representative of the 
agricultural companies of BIO-based 
associate growers, with the purpose to 
verify the phytosanitary residual, not 
only on the final product, but also on 
leaves, grapes, must and wines, so as to 
ensure a higher degree of food security 
to the consumer.

 Organization of a one-year training 
course on the winter pruning for 
Colomba Bianca’s local producers, with 
the aim to spread our good practices 
of vine management to our associate 
growers.

3.

2.

1.
done

done

done

√

√

√
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Colomba Bianca Organic Project
Cantine Colomba Bianca as leading 
company in the production of organic wines 
decided to carry out a strict monitoring 
protocol on the entire producing process, 
starting from the vineyard until the final 
product, aiming at reducing the risk of 
contamination from residual content of 
phytosanitary products, mostly the fosetyl 
Al/phosphite on every organic goods.
Such contaminations may be due to drift 
phenomena, to the use of those products 
that are not authorized in organic farming, 
to the persistence of specific products in 
the vine, and to unsuited performances of 
the company. That is why prevention plays a 
fundamental role here.
In 2021, the BIO Colomba Bianca project 
was launched, and thanks to it 545 
analysis have been conducted. Our wine-
growing technicians team pursued several 
samplings in vineyard, so as to benefit from 
a high degree of prevention.
Grapes were collected in the unaltered 
state.
Each sample was characterised by an 
average weight between 3 and 4 kg of 
grapes. The collection points inside the vine 
unit, as stated in the company report, were 
equal to 10.
Two bunches of grapes were harvested 

at each point, and collected at different 
heights and on both sides of the espalier. All 
the harvested clusters formed the average 
sample. They were located inside a suited 
bag provided with label, which enabled to 
link the sample to the sampling report. Once 
sealed, the bag was put inside a fridge to 
frozen, until the dispatch to the certified 
analysis laboratory.
Finally, samplings have been conducted 
on bulk and bottling products as well, in 
order to fully evaluate the entire producing 
process.
The above mentioned protocol is a useful 
and efficient prevention tool that allows us 
to guarantee our client a certain degree of 
food quality and certainty, and also to put on 
the market high-controlled and sustainable 
wines.

BIO
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Winter pruning course 2021
Cantine Colomba Bianca, along with its 
own associate growers, decided to take part 
into a training path based on the disclosure 
of vineyard-cultivation good practices, 
with the aim to improve the quality of the 
grapes delivered to our establishments. 
During January 2021, our vine technician 
office arranged an online course based 
on winter pruning, today coordinated by 
Vice-president Filippo Paladino and the 
winemaker Antonio Pulizzi. About 200 
partners attended the class, provided with 
practical and prompt application tools 
regarding the Guyot vine training system 
and the pruning methods. This course 
objective is to carry out a pruning technique 
based on stem ducting, allowing both for 
the stem itself to arise, and the positioning 
of the willow head, featured by the co-
existence of fruiting cane and spur, namely 
the vine’s components that repeatedly 
produce new shoots.
By applying such technique, it is possible to 
maintain the vine head to 15-20 cm below 
the dock, allowing both an optimal folding 
of the fruiting cane, and also to implement a 
continuous renewal of pruning cuts without 
having to perform return cuts.  
Therefore, this technique expects to carry 
out cuttings in wood of maximum 3 years. 

Within such range, the wood is still able 
to heal, without jeopardising the vine 
longevity.
During the first years of the plant life cycle, 
it is fundamental to focus on the stem 
formation, which provides the vessels 
continuity among the roots and the aerial 
part, and vice versa. In this first phase, it 
is essential to search for linearity, in order 
to avoid bottlenecks or other constrains 
preventing the efficiency of the lymphatic 
flow.
Another important aspect of pruning is the 
amount of buds to maintain, which differ 
according to soil fertility and strength, the 
latter strongly depending from the type of 
vineyard and rootstock.
A correct number of buds allows the perfect 
equilibrium between leaves and clusters, 
which is fundamental for achieving quality 
grapes. As a matter of fact, an excessive 
number of bunches compared to the plant 
potential could jeopardise the quality of 
grapes, as it would not be possible to reach 
a proper level of maturation.
Likewise, a low number of bunches could 
determine an excessively rapid maturation, 
not allowing the suited evolution and 
accumulation of phenolic compounds, 
which represent the core of the wine 

structure and colour.
The winter pruning course marks only 
the beginning of the training project 
that Colomba Bianca wants to pursue 
with its winegrowers. This is why, in the 
years to come, new training classes will 

be arranged, in the hope that they will 
serve as moments of meeting and 
discussion of great value for our local 
community, providing the development 
and growth of wine economy. 
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Sustainable to do list 2022
As provided by the SOStain regulation, we commit to perform 3 sustainable actions 
of improvement for the year 2022.

3.

2.

1. Set up a photovoltaic plant in the 
C/da Cartubuleo bottling establishment, 
in Mazara del Vallo (TP);

Monitor the hydric consumption in 
the establishments of Cartubuleo, 
Tre Cupole and Vitese;

Design, develop and produce a new 
product line based on eco-compatibility, 
recycling and circular economy 
principles.
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To emphasise sustainability within the processes of company growth means to 
believe in all its ethical, social and environmental dimension.

With the release of the 2° sustainability report, Cantine Colomba Bianca puts 
its signature on a sustainable development project, whose core values will be 

shared among its own winegrowers.
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